
Laboratory assignment for the academic year 2021 (Division of Materials Science)  
The Division of Materials Science has been assigning students to laboratories according to the post-admission 

survey about laboratory assignments. This is a way for students to discover laboratories in various fields and to 

take enough time to decide which laboratory they wish to study at, regardless of the field they majored in at the 

undergraduate level, based on the Admission Policy of the Nara Institute of Science and Technology (NAIST). 

While this policy will not change in the future, a survey conducted at the time of admission or orientation 

showed that around one-half of NAIST candidates hope that their laboratory assignment will be given soon after 

admission. That is why in FY 2019 (from the entrance examination that will be carried out in this academic 

year), we introduced a system that guarantees that candidates will be assigned to the laboratory they request to 

work at before admission. The laboratory assignments will be announced at the same time as admission.  

 

Pre-admission assignment system  

 Candidates who succeed in the first entrance examination are eligible for this system.  

 The number of students to be accepted in the pre-admission assignment should not exceed 50% of the 

personnel quota for the laboratory, and the results will be determined by considering the scores obtained 

in the entrance examination. 

 During the interview portion of the entrance examination, all candidates will be asked whether they have 

a laboratory assignment request.  

 The laboratory described on the application form is considered to be the laboratory the candidate hopes to 

be assigned to. (the requested laboratory can be changed during the interview.) 

 Candidates for a pre-admission assignment must have a preliminary interview at their requested laboratory 

on orientation day.  

 The requested laboratory can be changed after admission.  

 

Candidates who hope to use this system are requested to thoroughly research their requested laboratory in 

advance. In principle, the laboratory described on the application form is considered to be the laboratory the 

candidate hopes to be assigned to. Still, the requested laboratory can be changed during the interview, as an 

exceptional measure for this academic year.  

 

More than one-half of the personnel quota will be left for post-admission assignments. We will take sufficient 

precautions to avoid inconveniences to students who hope to have time after their entrance to decide on their 

laboratory assignment, as has been done in the past.  

 

Post-admission assignment system (data for this academic year) 

 During the assignment survey conducted after admission, students were asked to fill in the names of the 



laboratories that corresponded to their top five choices.  

 Students’ assignments were determined based on priority.  

 If the number of candidates surpassed a particular laboratory’s personnel quota, students who obtained 

better entrance examination and post-admission TOEIC test scores were given priority.   

 In this academic year, more than 95% of students were assigned to laboratories that were their top three 

choices.  

 After admission, laboratory presentations were conducted in early April, followed by laboratory visits. 

The assignment survey took place in late April, and assignment results were announced in early May.  

 


